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| did not anticipate writing another editorial for Travelwise since |
relinquished the post of editor but in Julie’'s temporary absence |
amn stepping "once more unto the breach”.

In this edition we are featuring a number of updates which we
hope members will find useful, including updates to the Green
Book, travel vaccines on the NHS, the use of the pneumococcal
polysaccharide conjugate vaccine, as well as important information
on the authorisation of Patient Greoup Directions by PCT clusters
from the PGD website and snippets from some of the journals.
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Our main feature article gives an account of the participation by (o i
Major Andy Whiteside in the Atacama Desert Race in Chile, His
account of the gruelling race and the extremes of climate and
terrain that he endured left me full of admiration for his courage
and endurance.
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In recent times we have seen many different examples of human
courage and endurance. The Haiti earthquake, the Pakistan
floods and the Japanese earthquake and subsequent nuclear
disaster have drawn our attention to the precarious nature of
our existence on this planet, but they have also brought cut many
of the better aspects of human nature in the world's response
to these tragedies. As | write, it is a different kind of tragedy that
is uppermost in my mind. The recent appalling bombing and
shootings in Norway, a country known for its open and egalitarian
society, carried out by one of its own citizens, has shown that there
is also potentially a very dark side to human nature. A message of
sympathy and support has been sent to colleagues in Norway by
one of our Executive Committee members, Reggie Cooke, It is at
times of pain and grief such as these that the support of friends
and colleagues is of prime impartance, as | know from my own
experience. Although it can do little to relieve the pain and loss, it
is important to let the sufferers know that we care. Our thoughts
and prayers are with our Norwegian colleagues, the victims of this
deranged killer and those who have suffered the most extreme
personal loss imaginable.
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Finally, may | draw your attention to this year's conference, the
I3TH BTHA Annual Scientific Conference with the theme of
Travel Health from a Global Perspective on Saturday, | st October,
2011 at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine ,
50 Bedford Square, London WCIB 3DRTo book your place visit
our website www.btha.org.
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